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Key Themes

* Determination

* Equality

* Hard Work

* The Importance of Education

Core Values

* Community
* Life

* Faith

* Liberty
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Learning Objectives

Students will be able to:

* |dentify Booker T. Washington and his contributions to education.
* Explain the importance of education in shaping one's future.

* Define inequality.

* Analyze the relationship between hard work, education and success.




Booker T. Washington - Third Grade

Key Terms
I —

01 determination: a quality that you show when you have decided to do something and
you will not let anything stop you.

0?2 dignity: being respected for who you are and what you believe in.
03 education: the process of gathering information about the world.

equality: when people are treated the same, regardless of what they look like or where

04 they come from.

05 inequality: when some people lack the rights, opportunities and fair laws of others.
06 inferior: less important.

07 racial segregation: the separation of people into groups based on race alone.
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Booker T. Washington - Third Grade

Introduction
T

TELL Students
Think about this statement, “If you can't read, it's going to be hard to realize dreams.”

ASK Students
What do you think this means? Why is reading important?

TELL Students

This is a quote, or statement, made by an important man named Booker T. Washington.
Booker T. Washington believed in the power of education. Education is the process of
gathering information about the world. You have the opportunity to get an education.
Booker T. Washington also said, “Nothing ever comes to one, that is worth having,
except as a result of hard work.”

ASK Students
What do you think this means? Why is hard work important? How do you feel when you
achieve something after putting in a lot of effort?

TELL Students

Booker T. Washington knew that education is important. He also knew that working hard
is essential to achieving your dreams. Everyone faces challenges in life. In America, we
have many opportunities, such as going to school, where we can work hard and
overcome challenges. Today, we are going to learn why education and hard work are
important. We are also going to learn about Booker T. Washington’s life and impact on
education.

WATCH
Star Spangled Adventures Cartoon Ep. 20: Booker T. Washington
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Booker T. Washington - Third Grade
Lesson
T

TELL Students

Do you ever find yourself wondering, "Why do I have to go to school?” When your parents
enter your room and urge you to hurry up for breakfast, do you respond with, "Can | just have
five more minutes?” Have you ever stopped to think about how fortunate you are to have the
opportunity to attend school? There was a time in America when some people, because of
their skin color, were not allowed to attend school or learn how to read and write. This began
to change after the Civil War ended. But it was still a significant challenge for Black individuals
to get an education. For Black people during that period, the ability to read symbolized
freedom. It meant they could be self-reliant, independent, and have the chance to thrive.

ASK Students
Why is it important for everyone to go to school? Why do you think getting an education was
still a challenge for Black individuals after the Civil War?

TELL Students

Booker T. Washington recognized the significance of education for the success of Black
Americans after the Civil War. He grew up to become a very important man who impacted
education in a big way. But, he was born into slavery. How did Booker overcome obstacles to
change history? Let's find out!

Booker was born into slavery on a farm in Franklin County, Virginia. His mother, Jane, served
as the plantation's cook, and he never knew his father. As a child, he rarely had enough food.
He slept on a bundle of rags and had to work very hard on the farm. Despite these
challenges, Booker had a strong desire to learn and attend school, but it was illegal for slaves
to learn how to read and write. Thankfully, things got better for nine-year-old Booker, his family,
and all the enslaved people in the South when the Union won the Civil War in 1865. This
victory gave freedom to everyone who had been enslaved. Now, Booker and his family faced
the challenge of making decisions about their future, including where to live, what to do, and
how to support themselves and each other.

ASK Students
What are some obstacles that Booker T. Washington had to overcome? How did life change
for Booker and his family after the Civil War ended?
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Booker T. Washington - Third Grade
Lesson
-]

TELL Students

In 1865, Booker's family moved to West Virginia, where his step-father, Washington "Wash"
Ferguson, was working. The family needed money so Booker started working. He even worked
in a coal mine from the time he was 10 to 12 years old. But all the while, Booker had a strong
desire, or determination, to go to school. His mother gave him a spelling book, and he spent
hours studying it.

While working in the coal mines one day, Booker heard about an amazing school called the
Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in Virginia. It would cost money to attend the
school, so he worked very hard and saved his money. During this time, he collected every
book he could find and stored them in a dry goods box.

ASK Students
Why did Booker collect books? What does this tell you about how much he valued reading?

TELL Students
The following year, Booker was determined to go to Hampton. He walked nearly 500 miles to
reach the school of his dreams.

Young Booker T. Washington

Hampton Normal

WWW.LITTLEPATRIOTSLEARNING.COM COURSE 20



Booker T. Washington - Third Grade

Lesson
A

To get into the school, Booker had to take an entrance exam, but it was quite different from
the tests we have today. Instead of multiple choice questions, he had to clean a room! A
teacher inspected the room with a white handkerchief to see if he had left any dirt behind.
Booker passed the test and was accepted into Hampton.

At Hampton, Booker studied different subjects like reading, math, agriculture, manners,
personal cleanliness, public speaking, and debate. He worked hard and graduated with
honors in 1875. He was even selected to speak at the graduation ceremony!

ASK Students
What did Booker T. Washington learn at Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute?
What did Booker T. Washington have to do to accomplish his goals?

TELL Students

Booker T. Washington later became the principal of a new school called the Tuskegee
Normal School in Alabama. It was supposed to train Black teachers, but at first, the school
didn’t have much money or a building. However, Booker was determined. With the help of
the community and the students, the school opened in 1881. The school grew because of
the hard work and determination of Booker and the students. They built buildings, made
bricks for the buildings and sold bricks for money.

ASK Students
How did Booker and the students work together?

TELL Students

Let's take a moment to look at what was happening in the southern United States when Booker
arrived in Alabama. After the Civil War, efforts were made to ensure that former slaves could
live freely and have opportunities to succeed. However, it wasn't as simple as it sounds.
Many white people in the South were unhappy about losing the Civil War, and some of them
still saw Black people as inferior, or less important. Many schools were racially segregated,
meaning there were schools for Black children and often better schools for white children.
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Booker T. Washington - Third Grade

Lesson
.

ASK Students
How do you think Booker responded to this tough situation?

TELL Students

Booker thought that the best way to make things better between Black and white people, help
former slaves and their children, and remove inequality was by giving Black individuals the
tools they needed to succeed on their own. Inequality is when some people lack the rights,
opportunities and fair laws of others. Booker knew that Black people needed education and
skills to build their own lives as free people and help their communities as active citizens.

ASK Students
What is inequality? What does it mean to be an active citizen?

TELL Students

Booker encouraged Black people to recognize that there is dignity in all kinds of work,
whether it's farming or writing poetry, and not to let their challenges overshadow the
opportunities available to them. Dignity means being respected for who you are and what
you believe in.

While some people, like W.E.B. Du Bois, had different ideas and called for political action,
Booker's influence as a speaker and thought leader made him the most important figure in
the Black community at that time.

W.E.B. Du Bois
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Booker T. Washington - Third Grade
Lesson
T

ASK Students
How did Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois differ? Why was Booker T. Washington

considered an important figure in the Black community?

TELL Students
Booker was a very important person. He was so influential that the President invited him to

the White House in 1901. Booker passed away in 1915, but his legacy lives on. He showed
us that no matter where you come from or what you look like, you can succeed in life with
hard work and determination. Today, we have many opportunities, and it is up to us to make
the most of them.

ASK Students
Why is education important? Why do you need to work hard in school?
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Booker T. Washington - Third Grade
Dream Builder Pledge

Objective: To understand the importance of education in achieving goals. To encourage
students to set educational goals for themselves. To promote a sense of responsibility for
their own education.

Materials:

1. Whiteboard or blackboard

2. Markers or chalk

3. Small blank cards or sticky notes

4. Colorful markers, crayons, or colored pencils

5. Poster boards (optional)

6. Educational books or resources (related to different careers, colleges, or universities)

Introduction:

Begin by discussing the concept of goals with the students. Ask questions like:
- What are some dreams or goals you have for your future?

- How can education help you achieve them?

Brainstorming:

- Write the word "Education” on the board and create a mind map with the students.

- Discuss how education is the foundation for achieving various careers and goals.

- Encourage students to contribute ideas about the different ways education can open doors
to opportunities.

Dream Builder Pledge:

Explain that students are going to create their own "Dream Builder Pledge.” Provide each
student with a small blank card or sticky note. Ask them to write down one educational goal
they want to achieve in the future. It could be related to a career they're interested in or a
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specific skill they want to develop.

Sharing and Discussion:

- Allow each student to share their educational goal with the class. Discuss how they plan
to achieve it and why it's important to them. Encourage classmates to ask questions and
offer supportive comments.

Creative Visualization:

- Provide students with colored markers, crayons, or colored pencils. Ask them to create
a visual representation of their educational goal on the back of their pledge cards or on
small poster boards. This could include drawings, symbols, or images related to their
dream.

Display and Reflection:

- Have students display their visual representations around the classroom. Discuss the
importance of keeping goals visible and how goals can motivate students to work hard.
Ask questions like: What steps can you take now to work toward your educational goal?
How will you remind yourself to stay focused on your goal?




Booker T. Washington - Third Grade

True/False Worksheet

Read the sentences and circle (True) or (False). Correct the wrong information.

1. True/False: Booker T. Washington believed that education was essential for the success
of Black Americans.

2. True/False: Booker was born into slavery on a farm in Virginia.

3. True/False: Booker's mother, Jane, worked as a cook on the plantation where they
lived.

4. True/False: Booker had a comfortable bed to sleep on during his childhood.

5. True/False: After the Civil War, life became easier for Black individuals, and they all
had access to education.

6. True/False: Booker T. Washington walked nearly 500 miles to reach the Hampton
Institute.

7. True/False: At Hampton, Booker studied academic subjects, agriculture, and personal
cleanliness.

8. True/False: Booker became a principal of the Tuskegee Normal School in Alabama.
9. True/False: Booker had to take a written exam to get into Hampton.

10. True/False: You have the opportunity to get an education and achieve your dreams!
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Booker T. Washington - Third Grade

True/False Worksheet
Answer Sheet

Read the sentences and circle true (T) or false (F). Correct the wrong information.

1. True/False: Booker T. Washington believed that education was essential for the
success of Black Americans.

2. True/False: Booker was born into slavery on a farm in Virginia.

3. True/False: Booker's mother, Jane, worked as a cook on the plantation where they
lived.

4. True/False: Booker had a comfortable bed to sleep on during his childhood.

5. True/False: After the Civil War, life became easier for Black individuals, and they all
had access to education.

6. True/False: Booker T. Washington walked nearly 500 miles to reach the Hampton
Institute.

7. True/False: At Hampton, Booker studied academic subjects, agriculture, and personal
cleanliness.

8. True/False: Booker became a principal of the Tuskegee Normal School in Alabama.
Q. True/False: Booker had to take a written exam to get into Hampton.

10. True/False: You have the opportunity to get an education and achieve your dreams!
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Booker T. Washington - Third Grade
Resource List

https: //www.nps.gov/articles/african-americans-and-education-during-reconstruction-the-tolson-s-chapel-schools.htm
Teddy and Booker T, Brian Kilmeade, 2023

https: //www.nps.gov/bowa/a-birthplace-that-experienced-slavery-the-civil-war-and-emancipation. htm

https: //www.nps.gov/bowa/learn/photosmultimedia/index.htm

https: //www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4d/4p2967 html

https: //www.tuskegee.edu/discovertu/tu-presidents/bookert-washington

https: //www.loc.gov/exhibits /african-american-odyssey/reconstruction.html

https: //americansall.org/legacy-story-group/jim-crow-laws-alabama-alaska-arizona-and-arkansas

https: //www.nps.gov/bowa/learn/historyculture/atlanta2-1.htm

https: //huntingtonny.gov/filestorage/13747/99540,/16499/Booker_T._Washington.pdf

https: //www.tuskegee.edu/discover-tu/tu-presidents/booker-t-washington
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Notes



