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• Community
• Life
• Faith
• Liberty

• Determination
• Equality
• Hard Work
• The Importance of Education
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Fifth Grade



Students will be able to:
Explain that our country is made up of diverse people who still 
deserve the same opportunities

Tell what makes Jackie Robinson important in American History

Learning Objectives

•

•

W W W . L I T T L E P A T R I O T S L E A R N I N G . C O M

• Determination
• Equality
• Hard Work
• The Importance of Education

• Identify Booker T. Washington and his contributions to education.
• Explain the importance of education in shaping one's future.
• Define inequality.
• Define racial segregation.
• Identify differences between Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois.
• Analyze the relationship between hard work, education and success.
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Jackie Robinson - Kindergarten

Key Terms
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Diverse - made up of people from multiple different cultures 

Unique - different than everyone else

Jackie Robinson - the first African American to play in Major League Baseball in the  
modern era

Major League - top tier baseball group of teams who play against each other

Booker T. Washington - Fifth Grade
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advocate: someone who stands up for someone else.

determination: a quality that you show when you have decided to do something and 
you will not let anything stop you.

dignity: being respected for who you are and what you believe in.

education: the process of gathering information about the world. 

equality: when people are treated the same, regardless of what they look like or where 
they come from. 

inequality: when some people lack the rights, opportunities and fair laws of others.

inferior: less important.

racial segregation: the separation of people into groups based on race alone.



Jackie Robinson - Kindergarten

Introduction

ASK Students
Look around our class. Do we all look the same? (allow students to respond) 

What if boys could play out on the playground but girls could not, they could only 
play in the grass? What if kids with glasses got to eat lunch with their friends, and 
if you did not wear glasses you had to sit by yourself? Do these rules seem fair? 
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TELL Students
Even though we all look different, there are certain ways that we all want to be 
treated. How do you want your friends to treat you? Be kind? Include you when 
they play? Not make fun of you for any reason? (allow students to respond) 

As humans we all want to be treated nicely and have the same opportunities to live 
a happy life.

Scan Me!
Learn More with Liberty

WATCH

TELL Students 
Think about this statement, “If you can’t read, it’s going to be hard to realize 
dreams.” 

ASK Students
What does this mean? Why is reading important? 

TELL Students
This is a quote, or statement, made by an important man named Booker T. 
Washington. Booker T. Washington believed in the power of education. Education 
is the process of gathering information about the world. You have the opportunity 
to get an education. But, you have to work hard to make the most of your 
opportunity. Booker T. Washington also said, “Nothing ever comes to one, that is 
worth having, except as a result of hard work.” 

ASK Students
What does this mean? Why is it important to work hard? How do you feel when 
you achieve something after putting in a lot of effort?

TELL Students
Booker T. Washington knew that education is important. He also knew that working 
hard is essential to achieving your dreams. Everyone faces challenges in life. In 
America, we have many opportunities, such as going to school, where we can 
work hard and overcome challenges. Today, we are going to learn why education 
and hard work are important. We are going to learn that while each is important, 
they are very powerful together. We are also going to learn about Booker T. 
Washington’s life and impact on education. 

WATCH 
Star Spangled Adventures Cartoon Ep. 20: Booker T. Washington
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Jackie Robinson - Kindergarten

Being Unique

TELL Students

Sometimes people are not given the same opportunities because of the way they look, 
talk, or act. It is not right to exclude someone because they look or behave differently 
than we do. We live in a country that has people of all backgrounds. Everyday we 
interact with friends who look differently and like different things than we do. 

That is what makes America a diverse country. 

Being different from one another does not make one person better than the other. Our 
differences are what makes each of us unique. After all, life would be pretty boring if 
we all looked the same way, talked the same way, and did all the same things. You may 
already know this, but this was not always the case for many people living in America a 
long time ago. 

There was a time whenever people were mistreated because they looked different. 
There were even laws in our country that allowed people to have fewer opportunities 
just because of the way they look on the outside. People of certain backgrounds were 
mistreated and if they tried to stand up for themselves they got into trouble. 

One person who was given the opportunity to stand up for equal rights for people of 
all backgrounds was Jackie Robinson. He was not allowed to play baseball in the Major 
League because of his skin color. However, one team, the Brooklyn Dodgers, invited 
him to play on their team anyways because he was so talented. He played so well and 
received so many awards for his amazing baseball skills. We remember him today 
because he was brave and did not let other people who thought less of him stop him 
from doing what he loved.
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TELL Students 
Do you ever find yourself wondering, "Why do I have to go to school?" When your parents 
enter your room and urge you to hurry up for breakfast, do you respond with, "Can I just have 
five more minutes?" Have you ever stopped to think about how fortunate you are to have the 
opportunity to attend school? There was a time in America when some people, because of 
their skin color, were not allowed to attend school or learn how to read and write. Today, we 
recognize that this was unfair and wrong.

Preventing people from going to school based on their skin color began to change after the 
Civil War ended. But it was still a significant challenge for Black individuals to get an 
education. For Black people during that period, the ability to read symbolized freedom. It 
meant they could be self-reliant, independent, and have the chance to thrive.

ASK Students
Why do you think getting an education was still a challenge for Black individuals after the Civil 
War? What does it mean to be self-reliant, independent and to thrive?

TELL Students
Booker T. Washington understood how important education was for the future success of Black 
Americans after the Civil War. Booker grew up to become an important advocate for Black 
Americans following the end of the Civil War. An advocate is someone who stands up for 
someone else. But, he was born into slavery. How did Booker overcome an obstacle like 
slavery? Let’s find out! Please read the following passage independently. Please use a 
highlighter to mark important facts in the text. [Give each student a copy of the student text. 
Monitor the classroom and assist as needed while students read.] 

Booker T. Washington was born on a farm in Franklin County, Virginia, when slavery was still 
happening. His mom, Jane, worked as a cook on the plantation, but he didn't know who his 
dad was. Life was really tough for Booker when he was a kid. He didn't always have enough 
food. He slept on a bundle of rags. On top of that, he had to do a lot of hard work on the 
farm.

Despite all these challenges, Booker really wanted to learn and go to school. But there was a 
big problem – it was against the law for enslaved people to read and write. However, when 
Booker was nine years old, something amazing happened. The Union won the Civil War in 
1865, and that meant freedom for all the enslaved people in the South, including Booker and 
his family. They were no longer slaves, but now they had to figure out where to live, what jobs to 
do, and how to take care of themselves and each other.

ASK Students
What are some obstacles that Booker T. Washington had to overcome? How did life change 
for enslaved people after the Civil War ended? 

TELL Students
In 1865, Booker’s family moved to West Virginia, where his step-father, Washington "Wash" 
Ferguson, was working. The family needed money so Booker started working. He even worked 
in a coal mine from the time he was 10 to 12 years old. But all the while, Booker had a strong 
desire, or determination, to go to school. His mother gave him a spelling book, and he spent 
hours studying it. 

While working in the coal mines one day, Booker heard about an amazing school called the 
Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in Virginia. It would cost money to attend, so he 
worked very hard and saved his money. During this time, he collected every book he could 
find and stored them in a dry goods box.

ASK Students
Why did Booker collect books? What does this tell you about how much he valued reading?

TELL Students
The following year, Booker was determined to go to Hampton. He walked nearly 500 miles to 
the school of his dreams. Please read the following passage to find out more about Booker’s 
educational journey. Please use your highlighter to mark important or interesting details in the 
text. [Give each student a copy of the student text. Monitor the classroom and assist as needed 
while students read.]  

To get into Hampton, Booker faced a very different kind of entrance exam compared to 
today's tests. Instead of answering multiple-choice questions, he had to clean a room! A 
teacher checked the room with a white handkerchief to make sure there was no dirt left. 
Booker did an excellent job and he was accepted into Hampton. 

During his time at Hampton, Booker learned many different subjects. He learned regular 
school stuff like reading and math. But, he also learned about farming, good manners, 
personal hygiene, speaking in public, and debate. He worked really hard and did so well that 
he graduated with honors in 1875. What's even more impressive is that he was selected to 
give a speech at the graduation ceremony! 

ASK Students 
What did Booker T. Washington learn at Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute? What 
did Booker T. Washington have to do to accomplish his goals?
TELL Students
Booker T. Washington later became the principal of a new school called the Tuskegee 
Normal School in Alabama. It was supposed to train Black teachers, but at first, the school 
didn't have much money or a building. However, Booker was determined. With the help of 
the community and the students, the school opened in 1881. The school grew because of the 
hard work and determination of Booker and the students. They built buildings, made bricks 
for the buildings and sold bricks for money. 

ASK Students
What type of leader do you think Booker was?

TELL Students
Let's take a moment to look at what was happening in the southern United States when Booker 
arrived in Alabama. After the Civil War, efforts were made to ensure that former slaves could 
live freely and have opportunities to succeed. However, it wasn't as simple as it sounds. 
Many white people in the South were unhappy about losing the Civil War, and some of them 
still saw Black people as inferior, or less important. Many schools were racially segregated, 
meaning there were schools for Black children and often better schools for white children.

ASK Students
What does racial segregation mean? How do you think Booker responded to this tough 
situation?

TELL Students
Please read the following passage to find out more about Booker’s influence on education. 
Please use your highlighter to mark important or interesting details in the text. 

Booker thought that the best way to make things better between Black and white people, help 
former slaves and their children, and remove inequality was by giving Black individuals the 
tools they needed to succeed on their own. Inequality is when some people lack the rights, 
opportunities and fair laws of others. Booker knew that Black people needed education and 
skills to build their own lives as free people and help their communities as active citizens.

ASK Students
What is inequality? What does it mean to be an active citizen? 

TELL Students
Booker encouraged Black people to recognize that there is dignity in all kinds of work, 
whether it's farming or writing poetry, and not to let their challenges overshadow the

opportunities available to them. Dignity means being respected for who you are and what 
you believe in.

While some people, like W.E.B. Du Bois, had different ideas and called for political action, 
Booker's influence as a speaker and thought leader made him the most important figure in 
the Black community at that time. 

ASK Students
How did Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois differ? Why was Booker T. Washington 
considered an important figure in the Black community?

TELL Students
Booker was a very important person. He was so influential that the President invited him to 
the White House in 1901. Booker passed away in 1915, but his legacy lives on. He showed 
us that no matter where you come from or what you look like, you can succeed in life with 
hard work and determination. Today, we have many opportunities, and it is up to us to make 
the most of them. 

ASK Students
Why are education and hard work important? What is Booker T. Washington’s legacy?



TELL Students 
Do you ever find yourself wondering, "Why do I have to go to school?" When your parents 
enter your room and urge you to hurry up for breakfast, do you respond with, "Can I just have 
five more minutes?" Have you ever stopped to think about how fortunate you are to have the 
opportunity to attend school? There was a time in America when some people, because of 
their skin color, were not allowed to attend school or learn how to read and write. Today, we 
recognize that this was unfair and wrong.

Preventing people from going to school based on their skin color began to change after the 
Civil War ended. But it was still a significant challenge for Black individuals to get an 
education. For Black people during that period, the ability to read symbolized freedom. It 
meant they could be self-reliant, independent, and have the chance to thrive.

ASK Students
Why do you think getting an education was still a challenge for Black individuals after the Civil 
War? What does it mean to be self-reliant, independent and to thrive?

TELL Students
Booker T. Washington understood how important education was for the future success of Black 
Americans after the Civil War. Booker grew up to become an important advocate for Black 
Americans following the end of the Civil War. An advocate is someone who stands up for 
someone else. But, he was born into slavery. How did Booker overcome an obstacle like 
slavery? Let’s find out! Please read the following passage independently. Please use a 
highlighter to mark important facts in the text. [Give each student a copy of the student text. 
Monitor the classroom and assist as needed while students read.] 

Booker T. Washington was born on a farm in Franklin County, Virginia, when slavery was still 
happening. His mom, Jane, worked as a cook on the plantation, but he didn't know who his 
dad was. Life was really tough for Booker when he was a kid. He didn't always have enough 
food. He slept on a bundle of rags. On top of that, he had to do a lot of hard work on the 
farm.

Jackie Robinson - Kindergarten

Being Unique

TELL Students

Sometimes people are not given the same opportunities because of the way they look, 
talk, or act. It is not right to exclude someone because they look or behave differently 
than we do. We live in a country that has people of all backgrounds. Everyday we 
interact with friends who look differently and like different things than we do. 

That is what makes America a diverse country. 

Being different from one another does not make one person better than the other. Our 
differences are what makes each of us unique. After all, life would be pretty boring if 
we all looked the same way, talked the same way, and did all the same things. You may 
already know this, but this was not always the case for many people living in America a 
long time ago. 

There was a time whenever people were mistreated because they looked different. 
There were even laws in our country that allowed people to have fewer opportunities 
just because of the way they look on the outside. People of certain backgrounds were 
mistreated and if they tried to stand up for themselves they got into trouble. 

One person who was given the opportunity to stand up for equal rights for people of 
all backgrounds was Jackie Robinson. He was not allowed to play baseball in the Major 
League because of his skin color. However, one team, the Brooklyn Dodgers, invited 
him to play on their team anyways because he was so talented. He played so well and 
received so many awards for his amazing baseball skills. We remember him today 
because he was brave and did not let other people who thought less of him stop him 
from doing what he loved.
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Despite all these challenges, Booker really wanted to learn and go to school. But there was a 
big problem – it was against the law for enslaved people to read and write. However, when 
Booker was nine years old, something amazing happened. The Union won the Civil War in 
1865, and that meant freedom for all the enslaved people in the South, including Booker and 
his family. They were no longer slaves, but now they had to figure out where to live, what jobs to 
do, and how to take care of themselves and each other.

ASK Students
What are some obstacles that Booker T. Washington had to overcome? How did life change 
for enslaved people after the Civil War ended? 

TELL Students
In 1865, Booker’s family moved to West Virginia, where his step-father, Washington "Wash" 
Ferguson, was working. The family needed money so Booker started working. He even worked 
in a coal mine from the time he was 10 to 12 years old. But all the while, Booker had a strong 
desire, or determination, to go to school. His mother gave him a spelling book, and he spent 
hours studying it. 

While working in the coal mines one day, Booker heard about an amazing school called the 
Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in Virginia. It would cost money to attend, so he 
worked very hard and saved his money. During this time, he collected every book he could 
find and stored them in a dry goods box.

ASK Students
Why did Booker collect books? What does this tell you about how much he valued reading?

TELL Students
The following year, Booker was determined to go to Hampton. He walked nearly 500 miles to 
the school of his dreams. Please read the following passage to find out more about Booker’s 
educational journey. Please use your highlighter to mark important or interesting details in the 
text. [Give each student a copy of the student text. Monitor the classroom and assist as needed 
while students read.]  

To get into Hampton, Booker faced a very different kind of entrance exam compared to 
today's tests. Instead of answering multiple-choice questions, he had to clean a room! A 
teacher checked the room with a white handkerchief to make sure there was no dirt left. 
Booker did an excellent job and he was accepted into Hampton. 

During his time at Hampton, Booker learned many different subjects. He learned regular 
school stuff like reading and math. But, he also learned about farming, good manners, 
personal hygiene, speaking in public, and debate. He worked really hard and did so well that 
he graduated with honors in 1875. What's even more impressive is that he was selected to 
give a speech at the graduation ceremony! 

ASK Students 
What did Booker T. Washington learn at Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute? What 
did Booker T. Washington have to do to accomplish his goals?
TELL Students
Booker T. Washington later became the principal of a new school called the Tuskegee 
Normal School in Alabama. It was supposed to train Black teachers, but at first, the school 
didn't have much money or a building. However, Booker was determined. With the help of 
the community and the students, the school opened in 1881. The school grew because of the 
hard work and determination of Booker and the students. They built buildings, made bricks 
for the buildings and sold bricks for money. 

ASK Students
What type of leader do you think Booker was?

TELL Students
Let's take a moment to look at what was happening in the southern United States when Booker 
arrived in Alabama. After the Civil War, efforts were made to ensure that former slaves could 
live freely and have opportunities to succeed. However, it wasn't as simple as it sounds. 
Many white people in the South were unhappy about losing the Civil War, and some of them 
still saw Black people as inferior, or less important. Many schools were racially segregated, 
meaning there were schools for Black children and often better schools for white children.

ASK Students
What does racial segregation mean? How do you think Booker responded to this tough 
situation?

TELL Students
Please read the following passage to find out more about Booker’s influence on education. 
Please use your highlighter to mark important or interesting details in the text. 

Booker thought that the best way to make things better between Black and white people, help 
former slaves and their children, and remove inequality was by giving Black individuals the 
tools they needed to succeed on their own. Inequality is when some people lack the rights, 
opportunities and fair laws of others. Booker knew that Black people needed education and 
skills to build their own lives as free people and help their communities as active citizens.

ASK Students
What is inequality? What does it mean to be an active citizen? 

TELL Students
Booker encouraged Black people to recognize that there is dignity in all kinds of work, 
whether it's farming or writing poetry, and not to let their challenges overshadow the

opportunities available to them. Dignity means being respected for who you are and what 
you believe in.

While some people, like W.E.B. Du Bois, had different ideas and called for political action, 
Booker's influence as a speaker and thought leader made him the most important figure in 
the Black community at that time. 

ASK Students
How did Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois differ? Why was Booker T. Washington 
considered an important figure in the Black community?

TELL Students
Booker was a very important person. He was so influential that the President invited him to 
the White House in 1901. Booker passed away in 1915, but his legacy lives on. He showed 
us that no matter where you come from or what you look like, you can succeed in life with 
hard work and determination. Today, we have many opportunities, and it is up to us to make 
the most of them. 

ASK Students
Why are education and hard work important? What is Booker T. Washington’s legacy?



TELL Students 
Do you ever find yourself wondering, "Why do I have to go to school?" When your parents 
enter your room and urge you to hurry up for breakfast, do you respond with, "Can I just have 
five more minutes?" Have you ever stopped to think about how fortunate you are to have the 
opportunity to attend school? There was a time in America when some people, because of 
their skin color, were not allowed to attend school or learn how to read and write. Today, we 
recognize that this was unfair and wrong.

Preventing people from going to school based on their skin color began to change after the 
Civil War ended. But it was still a significant challenge for Black individuals to get an 
education. For Black people during that period, the ability to read symbolized freedom. It 
meant they could be self-reliant, independent, and have the chance to thrive.

ASK Students
Why do you think getting an education was still a challenge for Black individuals after the Civil 
War? What does it mean to be self-reliant, independent and to thrive?

TELL Students
Booker T. Washington understood how important education was for the future success of Black 
Americans after the Civil War. Booker grew up to become an important advocate for Black 
Americans following the end of the Civil War. An advocate is someone who stands up for 
someone else. But, he was born into slavery. How did Booker overcome an obstacle like 
slavery? Let’s find out! Please read the following passage independently. Please use a 
highlighter to mark important facts in the text. [Give each student a copy of the student text. 
Monitor the classroom and assist as needed while students read.] 

Booker T. Washington was born on a farm in Franklin County, Virginia, when slavery was still 
happening. His mom, Jane, worked as a cook on the plantation, but he didn't know who his 
dad was. Life was really tough for Booker when he was a kid. He didn't always have enough 
food. He slept on a bundle of rags. On top of that, he had to do a lot of hard work on the 
farm.

Despite all these challenges, Booker really wanted to learn and go to school. But there was a 
big problem – it was against the law for enslaved people to read and write. However, when 
Booker was nine years old, something amazing happened. The Union won the Civil War in 
1865, and that meant freedom for all the enslaved people in the South, including Booker and 
his family. They were no longer slaves, but now they had to figure out where to live, what jobs to 
do, and how to take care of themselves and each other.

ASK Students
What are some obstacles that Booker T. Washington had to overcome? How did life change 
for enslaved people after the Civil War ended? 

TELL Students
In 1865, Booker’s family moved to West Virginia, where his step-father, Washington "Wash" 
Ferguson, was working. The family needed money so Booker started working. He even worked 
in a coal mine from the time he was 10 to 12 years old. But all the while, Booker had a strong 
desire, or determination, to go to school. His mother gave him a spelling book, and he spent 
hours studying it. 

While working in the coal mines one day, Booker heard about an amazing school called the 
Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in Virginia. It would cost money to attend, so he 
worked very hard and saved his money. During this time, he collected every book he could 
find and stored them in a dry goods box.

ASK Students
Why did Booker collect books? What does this tell you about how much he valued reading?

TELL Students
The following year, Booker was determined to go to Hampton. He walked nearly 500 miles to 
the school of his dreams. Please read the following passage to find out more about Booker’s 
educational journey. Please use your highlighter to mark important or interesting details in the 
text. [Give each student a copy of the student text. Monitor the classroom and assist as needed 
while students read.]  

Jackie Robinson - Kindergarten

Being Unique

TELL Students

Sometimes people are not given the same opportunities because of the way they look, 
talk, or act. It is not right to exclude someone because they look or behave differently 
than we do. We live in a country that has people of all backgrounds. Everyday we 
interact with friends who look differently and like different things than we do. 

That is what makes America a diverse country. 

Being different from one another does not make one person better than the other. Our 
differences are what makes each of us unique. After all, life would be pretty boring if 
we all looked the same way, talked the same way, and did all the same things. You may 
already know this, but this was not always the case for many people living in America a 
long time ago. 

There was a time whenever people were mistreated because they looked different. 
There were even laws in our country that allowed people to have fewer opportunities 
just because of the way they look on the outside. People of certain backgrounds were 
mistreated and if they tried to stand up for themselves they got into trouble. 

One person who was given the opportunity to stand up for equal rights for people of 
all backgrounds was Jackie Robinson. He was not allowed to play baseball in the Major 
League because of his skin color. However, one team, the Brooklyn Dodgers, invited 
him to play on their team anyways because he was so talented. He played so well and 
received so many awards for his amazing baseball skills. We remember him today 
because he was brave and did not let other people who thought less of him stop him 
from doing what he loved.
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To get into Hampton, Booker faced a very different kind of entrance exam compared to 
today's tests. Instead of answering multiple-choice questions, he had to clean a room! A 
teacher checked the room with a white handkerchief to make sure there was no dirt left. 
Booker did an excellent job and he was accepted into Hampton. 

During his time at Hampton, Booker learned many different subjects. He learned regular 
school stuff like reading and math. But, he also learned about farming, good manners, 
personal hygiene, speaking in public, and debate. He worked really hard and did so well that 
he graduated with honors in 1875. What's even more impressive is that he was selected to 
give a speech at the graduation ceremony! 

ASK Students 
What did Booker T. Washington learn at Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute? What 
did Booker T. Washington have to do to accomplish his goals?
TELL Students
Booker T. Washington later became the principal of a new school called the Tuskegee 
Normal School in Alabama. It was supposed to train Black teachers, but at first, the school 
didn't have much money or a building. However, Booker was determined. With the help of 
the community and the students, the school opened in 1881. The school grew because of the 
hard work and determination of Booker and the students. They built buildings, made bricks 
for the buildings and sold bricks for money. 

ASK Students
What type of leader do you think Booker was?

TELL Students
Let's take a moment to look at what was happening in the southern United States when Booker 
arrived in Alabama. After the Civil War, efforts were made to ensure that former slaves could 
live freely and have opportunities to succeed. However, it wasn't as simple as it sounds. 
Many white people in the South were unhappy about losing the Civil War, and some of them 
still saw Black people as inferior, or less important. Many schools were racially segregated, 
meaning there were schools for Black children and often better schools for white children.

ASK Students
What does racial segregation mean? How do you think Booker responded to this tough 
situation?

TELL Students
Please read the following passage to find out more about Booker’s influence on education. 
Please use your highlighter to mark important or interesting details in the text. 

Booker thought that the best way to make things better between Black and white people, help 
former slaves and their children, and remove inequality was by giving Black individuals the 
tools they needed to succeed on their own. Inequality is when some people lack the rights, 
opportunities and fair laws of others. Booker knew that Black people needed education and 
skills to build their own lives as free people and help their communities as active citizens.

ASK Students
What is inequality? What does it mean to be an active citizen? 

TELL Students
Booker encouraged Black people to recognize that there is dignity in all kinds of work, 
whether it's farming or writing poetry, and not to let their challenges overshadow the

opportunities available to them. Dignity means being respected for who you are and what 
you believe in.

While some people, like W.E.B. Du Bois, had different ideas and called for political action, 
Booker's influence as a speaker and thought leader made him the most important figure in 
the Black community at that time. 

ASK Students
How did Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois differ? Why was Booker T. Washington 
considered an important figure in the Black community?

TELL Students
Booker was a very important person. He was so influential that the President invited him to 
the White House in 1901. Booker passed away in 1915, but his legacy lives on. He showed 
us that no matter where you come from or what you look like, you can succeed in life with 
hard work and determination. Today, we have many opportunities, and it is up to us to make 
the most of them. 

ASK Students
Why are education and hard work important? What is Booker T. Washington’s legacy?



TELL Students 
Do you ever find yourself wondering, "Why do I have to go to school?" When your parents 
enter your room and urge you to hurry up for breakfast, do you respond with, "Can I just have 
five more minutes?" Have you ever stopped to think about how fortunate you are to have the 
opportunity to attend school? There was a time in America when some people, because of 
their skin color, were not allowed to attend school or learn how to read and write. Today, we 
recognize that this was unfair and wrong.

Preventing people from going to school based on their skin color began to change after the 
Civil War ended. But it was still a significant challenge for Black individuals to get an 
education. For Black people during that period, the ability to read symbolized freedom. It 
meant they could be self-reliant, independent, and have the chance to thrive.

ASK Students
Why do you think getting an education was still a challenge for Black individuals after the Civil 
War? What does it mean to be self-reliant, independent and to thrive?

TELL Students
Booker T. Washington understood how important education was for the future success of Black 
Americans after the Civil War. Booker grew up to become an important advocate for Black 
Americans following the end of the Civil War. An advocate is someone who stands up for 
someone else. But, he was born into slavery. How did Booker overcome an obstacle like 
slavery? Let’s find out! Please read the following passage independently. Please use a 
highlighter to mark important facts in the text. [Give each student a copy of the student text. 
Monitor the classroom and assist as needed while students read.] 

Booker T. Washington was born on a farm in Franklin County, Virginia, when slavery was still 
happening. His mom, Jane, worked as a cook on the plantation, but he didn't know who his 
dad was. Life was really tough for Booker when he was a kid. He didn't always have enough 
food. He slept on a bundle of rags. On top of that, he had to do a lot of hard work on the 
farm.

Despite all these challenges, Booker really wanted to learn and go to school. But there was a 
big problem – it was against the law for enslaved people to read and write. However, when 
Booker was nine years old, something amazing happened. The Union won the Civil War in 
1865, and that meant freedom for all the enslaved people in the South, including Booker and 
his family. They were no longer slaves, but now they had to figure out where to live, what jobs to 
do, and how to take care of themselves and each other.

ASK Students
What are some obstacles that Booker T. Washington had to overcome? How did life change 
for enslaved people after the Civil War ended? 

TELL Students
In 1865, Booker’s family moved to West Virginia, where his step-father, Washington "Wash" 
Ferguson, was working. The family needed money so Booker started working. He even worked 
in a coal mine from the time he was 10 to 12 years old. But all the while, Booker had a strong 
desire, or determination, to go to school. His mother gave him a spelling book, and he spent 
hours studying it. 

While working in the coal mines one day, Booker heard about an amazing school called the 
Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in Virginia. It would cost money to attend, so he 
worked very hard and saved his money. During this time, he collected every book he could 
find and stored them in a dry goods box.

ASK Students
Why did Booker collect books? What does this tell you about how much he valued reading?

TELL Students
The following year, Booker was determined to go to Hampton. He walked nearly 500 miles to 
the school of his dreams. Please read the following passage to find out more about Booker’s 
educational journey. Please use your highlighter to mark important or interesting details in the 
text. [Give each student a copy of the student text. Monitor the classroom and assist as needed 
while students read.]  

To get into Hampton, Booker faced a very different kind of entrance exam compared to 
today's tests. Instead of answering multiple-choice questions, he had to clean a room! A 
teacher checked the room with a white handkerchief to make sure there was no dirt left. 
Booker did an excellent job and he was accepted into Hampton. 

During his time at Hampton, Booker learned many different subjects. He learned regular 
school stuff like reading and math. But, he also learned about farming, good manners, 
personal hygiene, speaking in public, and debate. He worked really hard and did so well that 
he graduated with honors in 1875. What's even more impressive is that he was selected to 
give a speech at the graduation ceremony! 

ASK Students 
What did Booker T. Washington learn at Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute? What 
did Booker T. Washington have to do to accomplish his goals?
TELL Students
Booker T. Washington later became the principal of a new school called the Tuskegee 
Normal School in Alabama. It was supposed to train Black teachers, but at first, the school 
didn't have much money or a building. However, Booker was determined. With the help of 
the community and the students, the school opened in 1881. The school grew because of the 
hard work and determination of Booker and the students. They built buildings, made bricks 
for the buildings and sold bricks for money. 

ASK Students
What type of leader do you think Booker was?

TELL Students
Let's take a moment to look at what was happening in the southern United States when Booker 
arrived in Alabama. After the Civil War, efforts were made to ensure that former slaves could 
live freely and have opportunities to succeed. However, it wasn't as simple as it sounds. 
Many white people in the South were unhappy about losing the Civil War, and some of them 
still saw Black people as inferior, or less important. Many schools were racially segregated, 
meaning there were schools for Black children and often better schools for white children.

Jackie Robinson - Kindergarten

Being Unique

TELL Students

Sometimes people are not given the same opportunities because of the way they look, 
talk, or act. It is not right to exclude someone because they look or behave differently 
than we do. We live in a country that has people of all backgrounds. Everyday we 
interact with friends who look differently and like different things than we do. 

That is what makes America a diverse country. 

Being different from one another does not make one person better than the other. Our 
differences are what makes each of us unique. After all, life would be pretty boring if 
we all looked the same way, talked the same way, and did all the same things. You may 
already know this, but this was not always the case for many people living in America a 
long time ago. 

There was a time whenever people were mistreated because they looked different. 
There were even laws in our country that allowed people to have fewer opportunities 
just because of the way they look on the outside. People of certain backgrounds were 
mistreated and if they tried to stand up for themselves they got into trouble. 

One person who was given the opportunity to stand up for equal rights for people of 
all backgrounds was Jackie Robinson. He was not allowed to play baseball in the Major 
League because of his skin color. However, one team, the Brooklyn Dodgers, invited 
him to play on their team anyways because he was so talented. He played so well and 
received so many awards for his amazing baseball skills. We remember him today 
because he was brave and did not let other people who thought less of him stop him 
from doing what he loved.
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ASK Students
What does racial segregation mean? How do you think Booker responded to this tough 
situation?

TELL Students
Please read the following passage to find out more about Booker’s influence on education. 
Please use your highlighter to mark important or interesting details in the text. 

Booker thought that the best way to make things better between Black and white people, help 
former slaves and their children, and remove inequality was by giving Black individuals the 
tools they needed to succeed on their own. Inequality is when some people lack the rights, 
opportunities and fair laws of others. Booker knew that Black people needed education and 
skills to build their own lives as free people and help their communities as active citizens.

ASK Students
What is inequality? What does it mean to be an active citizen? 

TELL Students
Booker encouraged Black people to recognize that there is dignity in all kinds of work, 
whether it's farming or writing poetry, and not to let their challenges overshadow the

Young Booker T. WashingtonW.E.B. Du Bois

opportunities available to them. Dignity means being respected for who you are and what 
you believe in.

While some people, like W.E.B. Du Bois, had different ideas and called for political action, 
Booker's influence as a speaker and thought leader made him the most important figure in 
the Black community at that time. 

ASK Students
How did Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois differ? Why was Booker T. Washington 
considered an important figure in the Black community?

TELL Students
Booker was a very important person. He was so influential that the President invited him to 
the White House in 1901. Booker passed away in 1915, but his legacy lives on. He showed 
us that no matter where you come from or what you look like, you can succeed in life with 
hard work and determination. Today, we have many opportunities, and it is up to us to make 
the most of them. 

ASK Students
Why are education and hard work important? What is Booker T. Washington’s legacy?



TELL Students 
Do you ever find yourself wondering, "Why do I have to go to school?" When your parents 
enter your room and urge you to hurry up for breakfast, do you respond with, "Can I just have 
five more minutes?" Have you ever stopped to think about how fortunate you are to have the 
opportunity to attend school? There was a time in America when some people, because of 
their skin color, were not allowed to attend school or learn how to read and write. Today, we 
recognize that this was unfair and wrong.

Preventing people from going to school based on their skin color began to change after the 
Civil War ended. But it was still a significant challenge for Black individuals to get an 
education. For Black people during that period, the ability to read symbolized freedom. It 
meant they could be self-reliant, independent, and have the chance to thrive.

ASK Students
Why do you think getting an education was still a challenge for Black individuals after the Civil 
War? What does it mean to be self-reliant, independent and to thrive?

TELL Students
Booker T. Washington understood how important education was for the future success of Black 
Americans after the Civil War. Booker grew up to become an important advocate for Black 
Americans following the end of the Civil War. An advocate is someone who stands up for 
someone else. But, he was born into slavery. How did Booker overcome an obstacle like 
slavery? Let’s find out! Please read the following passage independently. Please use a 
highlighter to mark important facts in the text. [Give each student a copy of the student text. 
Monitor the classroom and assist as needed while students read.] 

Booker T. Washington was born on a farm in Franklin County, Virginia, when slavery was still 
happening. His mom, Jane, worked as a cook on the plantation, but he didn't know who his 
dad was. Life was really tough for Booker when he was a kid. He didn't always have enough 
food. He slept on a bundle of rags. On top of that, he had to do a lot of hard work on the 
farm.

Despite all these challenges, Booker really wanted to learn and go to school. But there was a 
big problem – it was against the law for enslaved people to read and write. However, when 
Booker was nine years old, something amazing happened. The Union won the Civil War in 
1865, and that meant freedom for all the enslaved people in the South, including Booker and 
his family. They were no longer slaves, but now they had to figure out where to live, what jobs to 
do, and how to take care of themselves and each other.

ASK Students
What are some obstacles that Booker T. Washington had to overcome? How did life change 
for enslaved people after the Civil War ended? 

TELL Students
In 1865, Booker’s family moved to West Virginia, where his step-father, Washington "Wash" 
Ferguson, was working. The family needed money so Booker started working. He even worked 
in a coal mine from the time he was 10 to 12 years old. But all the while, Booker had a strong 
desire, or determination, to go to school. His mother gave him a spelling book, and he spent 
hours studying it. 

While working in the coal mines one day, Booker heard about an amazing school called the 
Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in Virginia. It would cost money to attend, so he 
worked very hard and saved his money. During this time, he collected every book he could 
find and stored them in a dry goods box.

ASK Students
Why did Booker collect books? What does this tell you about how much he valued reading?

TELL Students
The following year, Booker was determined to go to Hampton. He walked nearly 500 miles to 
the school of his dreams. Please read the following passage to find out more about Booker’s 
educational journey. Please use your highlighter to mark important or interesting details in the 
text. [Give each student a copy of the student text. Monitor the classroom and assist as needed 
while students read.]  

To get into Hampton, Booker faced a very different kind of entrance exam compared to 
today's tests. Instead of answering multiple-choice questions, he had to clean a room! A 
teacher checked the room with a white handkerchief to make sure there was no dirt left. 
Booker did an excellent job and he was accepted into Hampton. 

During his time at Hampton, Booker learned many different subjects. He learned regular 
school stuff like reading and math. But, he also learned about farming, good manners, 
personal hygiene, speaking in public, and debate. He worked really hard and did so well that 
he graduated with honors in 1875. What's even more impressive is that he was selected to 
give a speech at the graduation ceremony! 

ASK Students 
What did Booker T. Washington learn at Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute? What 
did Booker T. Washington have to do to accomplish his goals?
TELL Students
Booker T. Washington later became the principal of a new school called the Tuskegee 
Normal School in Alabama. It was supposed to train Black teachers, but at first, the school 
didn't have much money or a building. However, Booker was determined. With the help of 
the community and the students, the school opened in 1881. The school grew because of the 
hard work and determination of Booker and the students. They built buildings, made bricks 
for the buildings and sold bricks for money. 

ASK Students
What type of leader do you think Booker was?

TELL Students
Let's take a moment to look at what was happening in the southern United States when Booker 
arrived in Alabama. After the Civil War, efforts were made to ensure that former slaves could 
live freely and have opportunities to succeed. However, it wasn't as simple as it sounds. 
Many white people in the South were unhappy about losing the Civil War, and some of them 
still saw Black people as inferior, or less important. Many schools were racially segregated, 
meaning there were schools for Black children and often better schools for white children.

ASK Students
What does racial segregation mean? How do you think Booker responded to this tough 
situation?

TELL Students
Please read the following passage to find out more about Booker’s influence on education. 
Please use your highlighter to mark important or interesting details in the text. 

Booker thought that the best way to make things better between Black and white people, help 
former slaves and their children, and remove inequality was by giving Black individuals the 
tools they needed to succeed on their own. Inequality is when some people lack the rights, 
opportunities and fair laws of others. Booker knew that Black people needed education and 
skills to build their own lives as free people and help their communities as active citizens.

ASK Students
What is inequality? What does it mean to be an active citizen? 

TELL Students
Booker encouraged Black people to recognize that there is dignity in all kinds of work, 
whether it's farming or writing poetry, and not to let their challenges overshadow the

Jackie Robinson - Kindergarten

Being Unique

TELL Students

Sometimes people are not given the same opportunities because of the way they look, 
talk, or act. It is not right to exclude someone because they look or behave differently 
than we do. We live in a country that has people of all backgrounds. Everyday we 
interact with friends who look differently and like different things than we do. 

That is what makes America a diverse country. 

Being different from one another does not make one person better than the other. Our 
differences are what makes each of us unique. After all, life would be pretty boring if 
we all looked the same way, talked the same way, and did all the same things. You may 
already know this, but this was not always the case for many people living in America a 
long time ago. 

There was a time whenever people were mistreated because they looked different. 
There were even laws in our country that allowed people to have fewer opportunities 
just because of the way they look on the outside. People of certain backgrounds were 
mistreated and if they tried to stand up for themselves they got into trouble. 

One person who was given the opportunity to stand up for equal rights for people of 
all backgrounds was Jackie Robinson. He was not allowed to play baseball in the Major 
League because of his skin color. However, one team, the Brooklyn Dodgers, invited 
him to play on their team anyways because he was so talented. He played so well and 
received so many awards for his amazing baseball skills. We remember him today 
because he was brave and did not let other people who thought less of him stop him 
from doing what he loved.
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opportunities available to them. Dignity means being respected for who you are and what 
you believe in.

While some people, like W.E.B. Du Bois, had different ideas and called for political action, 
Booker's influence as a speaker and thought leader made him the most important figure in 
the Black community at that time. 

ASK Students
How did Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois differ? Why was Booker T. Washington 
considered an important figure in the Black community?

TELL Students
Booker was a very important person. He was so influential that the President invited him to 
the White House in 1901. Booker passed away in 1915, but his legacy lives on. He showed 
us that no matter where you come from or what you look like, you can succeed in life with 
hard work and determination. Today, we have many opportunities, and it is up to us to make 
the most of them. 

ASK Students
Why are education and hard work important? What is Booker T. Washington’s legacy?

Booker T. Washington - Fifth Grade

Lesson



Jackie Robinson - Kindergarten

Being Unique

TELL Students

Sometimes people are not given the same opportunities because of the way they look, 
talk, or act. It is not right to exclude someone because they look or behave differently 
than we do. We live in a country that has people of all backgrounds. Everyday we 
interact with friends who look differently and like different things than we do. 

That is what makes America a diverse country. 

Being different from one another does not make one person better than the other. Our 
differences are what makes each of us unique. After all, life would be pretty boring if 
we all looked the same way, talked the same way, and did all the same things. You may 
already know this, but this was not always the case for many people living in America a 
long time ago. 

There was a time whenever people were mistreated because they looked different. 
There were even laws in our country that allowed people to have fewer opportunities 
just because of the way they look on the outside. People of certain backgrounds were 
mistreated and if they tried to stand up for themselves they got into trouble. 

One person who was given the opportunity to stand up for equal rights for people of 
all backgrounds was Jackie Robinson. He was not allowed to play baseball in the Major 
League because of his skin color. However, one team, the Brooklyn Dodgers, invited 
him to play on their team anyways because he was so talented. He played so well and 
received so many awards for his amazing baseball skills. We remember him today 
because he was brave and did not let other people who thought less of him stop him 
from doing what he loved.
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Objective: Students will compare and contrast the ideas of Booker T. Washington and 
W.E.B. Du Bois using a Venn diagram. Students will focus on each individual’s perspective 
on education and equality.

Materials:
1. Whiteboard or chart paper with markers
2. Pre-made Venn diagram template on poster board (or two hula hoops and large picture 
hanging strips)
3. Sticky notes or index cards
4. Projector for displaying information
5. Copies of relevant readings or excerpts from Booker T. Washington's and W.E.B. Du 
Bois's writings or speeches

Introduction:
- Start by discussing the terms "equality" and "education." Ask students what these terms 
mean and why they are important.

Presentation:
- Review what students learned about Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois in the 
lesson.
- Share key biographical information about both figures, emphasizing their backgrounds and 
experiences. 

Group Activity:
- Divide the class into two groups: Team Washington and Team Du Bois.
- Provide each group with excerpts or quotes from the writings or speeches of Booker T. 
Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois, focusing on their ideas about education and equality. 

Booker T. Washington - Fifth Grade
Comparing Washington and Du Bois:

Education and Equality

20

In their respective groups, students should read and discuss the assigned materials and 
identify key points.
- Encourage students to consider questions like: What did this individual believe was the 
path to equality? How did education play a role in this individual’s vision for the future?
- Each group writes down key points on sticky notes or index cards.

Venn Diagram:
- Create a large Venn diagram on the whiteboard, chart paper, or using digital tools if 
available. You may also use two hula hoops and picture hanging strips to create a Venn 
diagram that you hang on the wall.
- Invite representatives from Team Washington and Team Du Bois to place their sticky 
notes or index cards on the appropriate sections of the Venn diagram. The center 
overlap is for shared ideas.

Class Discussion:
- Lead a brief class discussion about the similarities and differences between Booker T. 
Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois based on the Venn diagram. Emphasize how each 
leader viewed education and equality.

Individual Reflection:
- Have each student write down one thing they found interesting or surprising from the 
Venn diagram discussion.

Conclusion:
- Summarize the key points of the lesson and reinforce the idea that understanding 
different perspectives on education and equality is essential for personal growth and 
societal progress.



Objective: Students will compare and contrast the ideas of Booker T. Washington and 
W.E.B. Du Bois using a Venn diagram. Students will focus on each individual’s perspective 
on education and equality.

Materials:
1. Whiteboard or chart paper with markers
2. Pre-made Venn diagram template on poster board (or two hula hoops and large picture 
hanging strips)
3. Sticky notes or index cards
4. Projector for displaying information
5. Copies of relevant readings or excerpts from Booker T. Washington's and W.E.B. Du 
Bois's writings or speeches

Introduction:
- Start by discussing the terms "equality" and "education." Ask students what these terms 
mean and why they are important.

Presentation:
- Review what students learned about Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois in the 
lesson.
- Share key biographical information about both figures, emphasizing their backgrounds and 
experiences. 

Group Activity:
- Divide the class into two groups: Team Washington and Team Du Bois.
- Provide each group with excerpts or quotes from the writings or speeches of Booker T. 
Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois, focusing on their ideas about education and equality. 

In their respective groups, students should read and discuss the assigned materials and 
identify key points.
- Encourage students to consider questions like: What did this individual believe was the 
path to equality? How did education play a role in this individual’s vision for the future?
- Each group writes down key points on sticky notes or index cards.

Venn Diagram:
- Create a large Venn diagram on the whiteboard, chart paper, or using digital tools if 
available. You may also use two hula hoops and picture hanging strips to create a Venn 
diagram that you hang on the wall.
- Invite representatives from Team Washington and Team Du Bois to place their sticky 
notes or index cards on the appropriate sections of the Venn diagram. The center 
overlap is for shared ideas.

Class Discussion:
- Lead a brief class discussion about the similarities and differences between Booker T. 
Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois based on the Venn diagram. Emphasize how each 
leader viewed education and equality.

Individual Reflection:
- Have each student write down one thing they found interesting or surprising from the 
Venn diagram discussion.

Conclusion:
- Summarize the key points of the lesson and reinforce the idea that understanding 
different perspectives on education and equality is essential for personal growth and 
societal progress.



Jackie Robinson - Kindergarten

Being Unique

TELL Students

Sometimes people are not given the same opportunities because of the way they look, 
talk, or act. It is not right to exclude someone because they look or behave differently 
than we do. We live in a country that has people of all backgrounds. Everyday we 
interact with friends who look differently and like different things than we do. 

That is what makes America a diverse country. 

Being different from one another does not make one person better than the other. Our 
differences are what makes each of us unique. After all, life would be pretty boring if 
we all looked the same way, talked the same way, and did all the same things. You may 
already know this, but this was not always the case for many people living in America a 
long time ago. 

There was a time whenever people were mistreated because they looked different. 
There were even laws in our country that allowed people to have fewer opportunities 
just because of the way they look on the outside. People of certain backgrounds were 
mistreated and if they tried to stand up for themselves they got into trouble. 

One person who was given the opportunity to stand up for equal rights for people of 
all backgrounds was Jackie Robinson. He was not allowed to play baseball in the Major 
League because of his skin color. However, one team, the Brooklyn Dodgers, invited 
him to play on their team anyways because he was so talented. He played so well and 
received so many awards for his amazing baseball skills. We remember him today 
because he was brave and did not let other people who thought less of him stop him 
from doing what he loved.

W W W . L I T T L E P A T R I O T S L E A R N I N G . C O M C O U R S E  1 5

Objective: To reflect on the challenges faced by Booker T. Washington and the importance 
of education and hard work.

Instructions:
- Take some time to reflect on the questions below.
- Write your responses in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper.

Reflection Questions:
Obstacles Faced by Booker:
- What were some of the challenges and obstacles that Booker T. Washington faced   
during his early life?
- How did Booker's determination and hard work help him overcome these obstacles?

Education and Freedom:
- Why was education considered crucial for Black individuals after the Civil War?
- In what ways did education symbolize freedom for people like Booker T. Washington?

Booker's Educational Journey:
- Describe Booker's journey to get an education, including his experiences at the   
Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute.
- How did Booker's education prepare him for his role as an advocate for Black Americans?

Leadership and Equality:
- Why did Booker T. Washington believe that education and hard work were key to achieving 
equality and removing inequality?
- How did Booker's ideas differ from those of W.E.B. Du Bois in terms of addressing racial 
inequality?

Booker T. Washington - Fifth Grade
Reflecting on Booker T. Washington’s Journey

20

Personal Connection:
- Reflect on your own education. How has school or learning benefited you personally?
- Do you think education is important for achieving your goals? Why or why not?

Action Plan:
Once you have completed your reflection, think about one action you can take to 
appreciate and make the most of your education. Write down this action as a goal for 
yourself. Remember: Booker T. Washington's story teaches us the value of education, 
determination, and hard work in overcoming challenges. Your education is an 
opportunity, so make the most of it to achieve your dreams!



Objective: To reflect on the challenges faced by Booker T. Washington and the importance 
of education and hard work.

Instructions:
- Take some time to reflect on the questions below.
- Write your responses in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper.

Reflection Questions:
Obstacles Faced by Booker:
- What were some of the challenges and obstacles that Booker T. Washington faced   
during his early life?
- How did Booker's determination and hard work help him overcome these obstacles?

Education and Freedom:
- Why was education considered crucial for Black individuals after the Civil War?
- In what ways did education symbolize freedom for people like Booker T. Washington?

Booker's Educational Journey:
- Describe Booker's journey to get an education, including his experiences at the   
Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute.
- How did Booker's education prepare him for his role as an advocate for Black Americans?

Leadership and Equality:
- Why did Booker T. Washington believe that education and hard work were key to achieving 
equality and removing inequality?
- How did Booker's ideas differ from those of W.E.B. Du Bois in terms of addressing racial 
inequality?

Personal Connection:
- Reflect on your own education. How has school or learning benefited you personally?
- Do you think education is important for achieving your goals? Why or why not?

Action Plan:
Once you have completed your reflection, think about one action you can take to 
appreciate and make the most of your education. Write down this action as a goal for 
yourself. Remember: Booker T. Washington's story teaches us the value of education, 
determination, and hard work in overcoming challenges. Your education is an 
opportunity, so make the most of it to achieve your dreams!
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Jackie Robinson

Resource List
https://jackierobinson.com/biography/ 

https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/jackie-robinson 

https://baseballhall.org/hall-of-famers/robinson-jackie 

https://www.history.com/topics/early-20th-century-us/jim-crow-laws 
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TELL Students 
Do you ever find yourself wondering, "Why do I have to go to school?" When your parents 
enter your room and urge you to hurry up for breakfast, do you respond with, "Can I just have 
five more minutes?" Have you ever stopped to think about how fortunate you are to have the 
opportunity to attend school? There was a time in America when some people, because of 
their skin color, were not allowed to attend school or learn how to read and write. Today, we 
recognize that this was unfair and wrong.

Preventing people from going to school based on their skin color began to change after the 
Civil War ended. But it was still a significant challenge for Black individuals to get an 
education. For Black people during that period, the ability to read symbolized freedom. It 
meant they could be self-reliant, independent, and have the chance to thrive.

ASK Students
Why do you think getting an education was still a challenge for Black individuals after the Civil 
War? What does it mean to be self-reliant, independent and to thrive?

TELL Students
Booker T. Washington understood how important education was for the future success of Black 
Americans after the Civil War. Booker grew up to become an important advocate for Black 
Americans following the end of the Civil War. An advocate is someone who stands up for 
someone else. But, he was born into slavery. How did Booker overcome an obstacle like 
slavery? Let’s find out! Please read the following passage independently. Please use a 
highlighter to mark important facts in the text. [Give each student a copy of the student text. 
Monitor the classroom and assist as needed while students read.] 

Booker T. Washington was born on a farm in Franklin County, Virginia, when slavery was still 
happening. His mom, Jane, worked as a cook on the plantation, but he didn't know who his 
dad was. Life was really tough for Booker when he was a kid. He didn't always have enough 
food. He slept on a bundle of rags. On top of that, he had to do a lot of hard work on the 
farm.

Despite all these challenges, Booker really wanted to learn and go to school. But there was a 
big problem – it was against the law for enslaved people to read and write. However, when 
Booker was nine years old, something amazing happened. The Union won the Civil War in 
1865, and that meant freedom for all the enslaved people in the South, including Booker and 
his family. They were no longer slaves, but now they had to figure out where to live, what jobs to 
do, and how to take care of themselves and each other.

ASK Students
What are some obstacles that Booker T. Washington had to overcome? How did life change 
for enslaved people after the Civil War ended? 

TELL Students
In 1865, Booker’s family moved to West Virginia, where his step-father, Washington "Wash" 
Ferguson, was working. The family needed money so Booker started working. He even worked 
in a coal mine from the time he was 10 to 12 years old. But all the while, Booker had a strong 
desire, or determination, to go to school. His mother gave him a spelling book, and he spent 
hours studying it. 

While working in the coal mines one day, Booker heard about an amazing school called the 
Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in Virginia. It would cost money to attend, so he 
worked very hard and saved his money. During this time, he collected every book he could 
find and stored them in a dry goods box.

ASK Students
Why did Booker collect books? What does this tell you about how much he valued reading?

TELL Students
The following year, Booker was determined to go to Hampton. He walked nearly 500 miles to 
the school of his dreams. Please read the following passage to find out more about Booker’s 
educational journey. Please use your highlighter to mark important or interesting details in the 
text. [Give each student a copy of the student text. Monitor the classroom and assist as needed 
while students read.]  

To get into Hampton, Booker faced a very different kind of entrance exam compared to 
today's tests. Instead of answering multiple-choice questions, he had to clean a room! A 
teacher checked the room with a white handkerchief to make sure there was no dirt left. 
Booker did an excellent job and he was accepted into Hampton. 

During his time at Hampton, Booker learned many different subjects. He learned regular 
school stuff like reading and math. But, he also learned about farming, good manners, 
personal hygiene, speaking in public, and debate. He worked really hard and did so well that 
he graduated with honors in 1875. What's even more impressive is that he was selected to 
give a speech at the graduation ceremony! 

ASK Students 
What did Booker T. Washington learn at Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute? What 
did Booker T. Washington have to do to accomplish his goals?
TELL Students
Booker T. Washington later became the principal of a new school called the Tuskegee 
Normal School in Alabama. It was supposed to train Black teachers, but at first, the school 
didn't have much money or a building. However, Booker was determined. With the help of 
the community and the students, the school opened in 1881. The school grew because of the 
hard work and determination of Booker and the students. They built buildings, made bricks 
for the buildings and sold bricks for money. 

ASK Students
What type of leader do you think Booker was?

TELL Students
Let's take a moment to look at what was happening in the southern United States when Booker 
arrived in Alabama. After the Civil War, efforts were made to ensure that former slaves could 
live freely and have opportunities to succeed. However, it wasn't as simple as it sounds. 
Many white people in the South were unhappy about losing the Civil War, and some of them 
still saw Black people as inferior, or less important. Many schools were racially segregated, 
meaning there were schools for Black children and often better schools for white children.

ASK Students
What does racial segregation mean? How do you think Booker responded to this tough 
situation?

TELL Students
Please read the following passage to find out more about Booker’s influence on education. 
Please use your highlighter to mark important or interesting details in the text. 

Booker thought that the best way to make things better between Black and white people, help 
former slaves and their children, and remove inequality was by giving Black individuals the 
tools they needed to succeed on their own. Inequality is when some people lack the rights, 
opportunities and fair laws of others. Booker knew that Black people needed education and 
skills to build their own lives as free people and help their communities as active citizens.

ASK Students
What is inequality? What does it mean to be an active citizen? 

TELL Students
Booker encouraged Black people to recognize that there is dignity in all kinds of work, 
whether it's farming or writing poetry, and not to let their challenges overshadow the

opportunities available to them. Dignity means being respected for who you are and what 
you believe in.

While some people, like W.E.B. Du Bois, had different ideas and called for political action, 
Booker's influence as a speaker and thought leader made him the most important figure in 
the Black community at that time. 

ASK Students
How did Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois differ? Why was Booker T. Washington 
considered an important figure in the Black community?

TELL Students
Booker was a very important person. He was so influential that the President invited him to 
the White House in 1901. Booker passed away in 1915, but his legacy lives on. He showed 
us that no matter where you come from or what you look like, you can succeed in life with 
hard work and determination. Today, we have many opportunities, and it is up to us to make 
the most of them. 

ASK Students
Why are education and hard work important? What is Booker T. Washington’s legacy?
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