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Why America Matters Activity Pages: 

EXPLORERS  
Who discovered  

 America? 
Around 1001 A.D., I 
sailed  to a place I named 
“Vinland”.  It is now the 
Canadian province of 
Newfoundland.   Ruins of 
our Viking villages can be  
seen  there today . 

In 1492, I made my first voyage of four 
trips across the Atlantic Ocean in 
search of  the Far East.  Instead I 
landed in what is now known as The 
Bahamas.  My discovery opened North 
America to European settlers.. 
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Christopher Columbus Hidden Picture Puzzle 

 
Christopher  
Columbus sailed 
west from Spain  
to find a shorter 
route to China, 
India and the Far 
East.  He hoped 
to bring back lots 
of gold, jewels, 
spices and silk. 
Instead, he 
“bumped” into  
islands off the 
coast of America. 

Did you know his 
biggest ship, Santa 
Maria, wrecked on 
rocks?  He used 
some of the wood 
to build a fort and 
left part of his crew 
to set up a colony 
while he went 
home with the Nina 
and Pinta. 



LEIF ERIKSSON  
WORD SEARCH 

 
Leif Eriksson, a Norwegian Viking, is believed to be the first European to 
land in North America.  He named the country Newfoundland.  Do you 
know where it is located today? 

After years of terrorizing people in numerous lands, 
many Vikings became Christians and stopped raiding 
and conquering villages. 



ACROSS: 
1 Biscuits used as food on voyages. 
3 Wood from the wrecked Santa Maria was 
      used to build a ________. 
4 Pinzon was captain of this ship. 
9 The largest of Columbus’ ships. 
11 Columbus kept notes of his voyage in 

a____. 
12 Queen of Spain 
13 Method to determine position, course and    
      distance traveled. 
14  A small, fast sailing ship. 
15  What country sponsored Columbus’ voyages? 
16  Columbus wanted to reach the ____    _____. 
18  Sailors yelled _____ when they spotted land. 
21 Food on voyages often spoiled and contained 
     _______. (Yuk!) 
23 Christopher Columbus landed on an island in   
      what is now called the _______. 
25 The explorer who discovered a New World and 
      not the land he set out to find. 
28 Columbus took new animals and food back to 
      Spain, including this large bird. 
29 What did sailors call the natives where 
      they first landed?  Do you know why? 

DOWN: 

2 Who was navigator and commanded the three ships? 
3 How many voyages did Columbus make? 
5 Columbus discovered a ____   ______. 
6 Columbus needed a ______ to pay for his explorations. 
7 A magnetic device that points North. 
8 Columbus was an ______ who wanted to discover a 

new route to the Far East. 
9 The people who set up colonies in the New World were  
       known as ________.  
10 Columbus made 4 voyages across the _____ ______. 
14 Sailors on a ship are called a _____. 
17 One of the fruits (often called a vegetable) was a new 

food Columbus introduced to Spain. 
19 Insects that infested many sailors. 
20 Christopher Columbus studied _____ to help him  
      navigate to what he hoped would be India. 
22 What precious metal did the crew hope to find? 
24 Terrible wind, high waves and lots of rain. 
27 One of the original caravels. 

 Christopher Columbus is credited 
with opening North and South 
America to future settlers.  He 
was an explorer who set out to 
find a shorter route to China and 
India, but instead discovered a 
new continent! 

Voyages across the Atlantic were not 
always fun.  Storms, sea sickness, lice, 
maggots in food, pirates, fear of getting 
lost were some of their problems. 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS ---- Crossword Puzzle Crossword Puzzle Crossword Puzzle Crossword Puzzle    



ACROSS: 
1 Biscuits used as food on voyages. 
3 Wood from the wrecked Santa Maria was 
      used to build a ________. 
4 Pinzon was captain of this ship. 
9 The largest of Columbus’ ships. 
11 Columbus kept notes of his voyage in a____. 
12 Queen of Spain 
13 Method to determine position, course and    
      distance traveled. 
14  A small, fast sailing ship. 
15  What country sponsored Columbus’ voyages? 
16  Columbus wanted to reach the ____    _____. 
18  Sailors yelled _____ when they spotted land. 
21 Food on voyages often spoiled and contained 
     _______. (Yuk!) 
23 Christopher Columbus landed on an island in   
      what is now called the _______. 
25 The explorer who discovered a New World and 
      not the land he set out to find. 
28 Columbus took new animals and food back to 
      Spain, including this large bird. 
29 What did sailors call the natives where 
      they first landed?  Do you know why? 

DOWN: 

2 Who was navigator and commanded the three ships? 
3 How many voyages did Columbus make? 
5 Columbus discovered a ____   ______. 
6 Columbus needed a ______ to pay for his explorations. 
7 A magnetic device that points North. 
8 Columbus was an ______ who wanted to discover a 

new route to the Far East. 
9 The people who set up colonies in the New World were  
       known as ________.  
10 Columbus made 4 voyages across the _____ ______. 
14 Sailors on a ship are called a _____. 
17 One of the fruits (often called a vegetable) was a new 

food Columbus introduced to Spain. 
19 Insects that infested many sailors. 
20 Christopher Columbus studied _____ to help him  
      navigate to what he hoped would be India. 
22 What precious metal did the crew hope to find? 
24 Terrible wind, high waves and lots of rain. 
27 One of the original caravels. 
  

Christopher Columbus Christopher Columbus Christopher Columbus Christopher Columbus - CrossCrossCrossCrossword Puzzleword Puzzleword Puzzleword Puzzle————Clues and AnswersClues and AnswersClues and AnswersClues and Answers 

Would you like to 
be an explorer 
and discover a 
new continent?   

We’re maggots and we like 
to crawl through the sailors’ 
food…. especially when it is 
rotten and spoiled!  Yummy! 

Do you need help with this puzzle?   
Here are the answers! 


